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WHAT’S
IN A 
BUSINESS 
NAME?

Premier BusinessCare have conducted research into the 
thousands of businesses registered at Companies House to 
shed some light on the UKʼs naming habits and trends.

WHICH COUNTRY NAME IS 
THE MOST POPULAR?

The word 
“Scotland” is three 
times more popular 
than “Britain”in 
company names.

PRIDE & PASSION

WHAT’S
IN A 
BUSINESS 
NAME?

While there are common pitfalls to assigning a geographic location to a 
company name, there are some instances where regional pride or 
national heritage can work in the favour of a business.

WHICH COUNTY NAME
IS THE MOST POPULAR?

The word “Yorkshire” is the most popular 
county name for UK businesses.

WHICH CITY NAME IS THE MOST POPULAR?

EXPLORING COMMON 
TERRIRTORIES
While business owners will often first look to words that help to define 
what their company embodies, businesses also make use of colours, fruits 
and animals.

Oxford and
Cambridge are the 
third & fourth most 
popular UK 
city names.

“Naming can be a quick way to increase the brand capital of 
your own business, as it allows you to borrow some capital from a 
name/term that already has its own clear brand values.”
- Rebecca Battman, Head of Brand at RBL Brand Agency.

THE TOP 15 COLOURS

THE TOP 10 FRUITS

THE TOP 10 ANIMALS

MOST COMMON STARTING LETTER

MOST COMMON WORD

SONS VS. DAUGHTERS

HOW ABOUT SOME TRIVIA?

Green is the most 
popular colour used 
by UK businesses.

One third of company names start with “S, C, A, 
M,” in order of popularity.

Source: Companies House 

Sons
16,859

Our findings suggest that a large percentage of businesses across the UK 
choose to start their name with soft sounds, like ʻSʼ and ʻMʼ, rather than 
harsh fricative sounds such as ʻFʼ.

Nearly 17,000 companies across the UK append 
“& Son" or "& Sons” to their names.

Only 320 
companies append 
"& Daughter" or "& 
Daughters" to 
their names.


